THINGS ANCIENT AND MODERN                  69

at this point that Gore leant over to me and said,
" I am bound to say that I should not at all mind
concluding this meeting with prayer: it seems to me
that the prayer for St. Matthew's Day would be
singularly appropriate! "

The proceedings ended, strangely enough, with
cheers for Canon Gore of England and Mr. Alington
of England, led by the University fugleman and
given with a warmth which we had done nothing to
deserve.

The mention of Mr. Chauncey Depew reminds
me of another story current in the United States in
the last century, and so perhaps old enough to have
a certain novelty. He had been holding forth on
the power of commerce to cement national friend-
ship, and had touched on the other bonds which
linked peoples in friendly association. His speech
was long and eloquent, and was followed by one from
Mr. Choate, a famous rival as a speaker. He began
by saying that he had noticed one curious omission
in Mr. Depew's oration: he had said nothing of the
power of eloquence in promoting a good understand-
ing between peoples of different outlook. " Holding
these views, gentlemen, you will appreciate with what
gratification I saw recently the formation of a com-
pany entitled The Depew Natural Gas Company
Limited." When the laughter had died away, he
turned to his neighbour and added, " But, Chauncey,
why Limited? "

But I must return to Gore, who really provided
the only excuse for this American digression.    He